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Charles “Tink” Jackson
infrastructure improvement recap with
La Marque Public Works

Streetscaping vision for
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From Mayor Hocking
It’s HOT, La Marque! As
we are in full swing of
summertime, more than just
the temperatures are heating
up in our great city.
Summer is one of the
busiest seasons for city staff
as department directors
prepare budget proposals
for council review. Budget
workshops kick off midJuly and the final budget is
adopted in September. For
City Council, budget season
is our opportunity to set the tone for the next fiscal year and decide on priorities.
Some decisions are easy – like investing in infrastructure and addressing drainage.

STAY
CONNECTED.
Register for community news
and e-notifications at
connect.cityoflamarque.org.

Public Works has taken center stage as far as long-term planning and investment
for the past five years. I expect this trend to continue and gain momentum
in Fiscal Year 2020. Investment in infrastructure isn’t shiny or exciting but
it is paramount for new growth, as well as the maintenance of our existing
neighborhoods.
Major drainage, ditch defining, and disaster relief projects are being planned with
funding from the Texas General Land Office. Texas Department of Transportation’s
expansion of I-45 will open new doors for commercial development along the
interstate. New La Marque schools mean exciting opportunities for our youth.
Residential growth continues on a steady uptick and significant investment
in remodel and renovations of existing homes is evident. We are seeing a
historic increase in property values, which is an important driver for economic
development. Volunteerism and community engagement are skyrocketing. All in
all, life is good in La Marque!
Warm summer temperatures also heat up the waters in the Gulf of Mexico, which
can contribute to more active tropical weather. As your Mayor, I am also your
Emergency Management Director. I encourage all citizens and businesses of
La Marque to stay vigilant during hurricane season. Prepare an emergency
evacuation kit now, before the storm. Make sure you have enough prescription
medication on hand and make a plan for your pets. Visit storm.cityoflamarque.org
for tips and resources.
		
			 Stay cool and enjoy your summer!
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City of La Marque launched a new
website in June 2019. Check it out and
let us know what you think!
Please visit www.cityoflamarque.org.

food trucks and fun
Market on 3 is a startup food truck park and vendor
market at 210 Hwy 3 in La Marque’s Renaissance
District downtown revitalization project. Greg
Cornett, the owner of Snow King on Cedar Drive, is
managing the park and seeking new vendors.
Greg’s vision for Market on 3 includes weekend
events featuring food trucks, craft vendors, activities
for kids, fresh vegetables, farm eggs, and fun times.
During the work week, food trucks will serve lunch
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For updates, follow Market on 3 on Facebook at
facebook.com/marketon3LM.

CONTACT

LA MARQUE EDC
1130 1ST STREET
409-938-9258
LMEDC.COM

CITY OF LA MARQUE
1111 BAYOU ROAD
409-938-9202
CITYOFLAMARQUE.ORG

Email snowking1@
gmail.com or call
409-739-0521 for
information.

EDITORIAL TEAM
RON CROWDER
CHAIRMAN, LA MARQUE EDC BOARD
ALEX
PLEASEGETTY
FORWARD SUGGESTIONS, QUESTIONS
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR,
LA MARQUE EDC
AND STORY IDEAS
TO CMERRITT@CITYOFLAMARQUE.ORG
OR CALL 409-938-9255.

COLLEEN MERRITT, MA
PUBLIC RELATIONS, LA MARQUE EDC
CHARLENE WARREN
ASSISTANT TO CITY MANAGER, LA MARQUE

Public Works Projects on Page 4
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LA MARQUE PUBLIC WORKS Update

By Chasie Cary, Interim Public Works Director

PROUD HISTORY
La Marque’s history stretches back to the early 1800s when the interurban
railroad stopped at Buttermilk Junction. Growth continued into the mid
19th century when Galveston was the busiest port on the Gulf of Mexico.
People moved to the mainland to enjoy a quieter lifestyle with the perks of
proximity to Houston and Galveston, the beauty of bayous and estuaries
and availability of land. Reasons for moving to La Marque haven’t changed
much over the past 200 years.

Public Works
number
of employees
by division:
Fleet Management - 2
Streets and Drainage - 6
Utility Line Maintenance - 7
Utility Plant Operations - 4

Prior to being incorporated in 1953, La Marque was the largest
unincorporated community in Texas. Two major development booms can
be noted in La Marque’s history. The first in the 1950s when La Marque
developed as a bedroom community adjacent to Texas City’s petrochemical
industry. The second is happening now.
Like most historic cities, infrastructure in the older areas of town is
reaching the end of its functional lifespan. City officials are balancing the
need to replace or repair aging infrastructure in some areas, paired with the
need for new infrastructure in other areas due to explosive growth.

INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE
City of La Marque Public Works is working diligently to address
La Marque’s growing pains. FIRST, emergency repairs take priority.
SECOND, create a plan of action to manage growth and reinvestment
into aging infrastructure. THIRD, secure funding and execute projects.
Substantial progress has been made and future planning is ongoing.
Public Works is broken down into four sectors: Utility Line Maintenance,
Streets and Drainage, Utility Plant Operations and Fleet Management.
Each sector has a vital role in the maintenance and management of
La Marque’s infrastructure.

Percent of annual
budget allocated to
Public Works:
2015: 11%
2016: 19%
2017: 15%
2018: 7%
2019: 22%
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PROGRESS

FUTURE PROJECTS

For the past five years, infrastructure improvements
have taken center stage with La Marque’s elected
officials and administrative staff. Here’s a quick list of
major projects.

1. ENGINEERING ASSESSMENTS
OF EQUIPMENT AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

2015 - IDENTIFY AND REPAIR CRITICAL NEED
1. 6,800 linear feet of 12” main waterline
2. 2,600 linear feet of 36” sanitary sewer improvements
3. Water modeling studies and utility line scoping
4. Leak detection study completed by Siemens
5. JBS Water Audit completed, identifying water loss

2. WASTE WATER TREATMENT
PLANT EXPANSION

2016 - IMPROVE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM & ROADS
1. 15,000 linear feet of 6” to 36” sanitary sewer line replacement and pipe bursting, along with manhole rehabilitation
2. Installation of 500,000-gallon water storage tank, natural
gas generator, booster pumps and water well rehabilitation
at Kirby Street Water Plant
3. 3,500 linear feet of concrete street improvements on
Woodland Street and Lake Road

4. MCKINNEY LIFT STATION
REHABILITATION

2017 - FOCUS ON SEWER REHABILITATION
1. Emergency sanitary pipe bursting on 12,000 linear feet
2. Installation of 12,682 linear feet of 8” to 10” sanitary
sewer line, along with pipe bursting and manhole rehab
3. Comprehensive review of the waste water treatment plant
2018 - FORECASTING & PLANNING
1. Motco water line capped, saving 250,000 gallons a day
2. Drainage assessment completed for Westlawn Subdivision,
specifically Merry Lane and Melody Drive
3. Drainage assessment completed on Westwood Subdivision,
specifically Westwood Circle
4. Feasibility study for waste water treatment plant expansion
5. Emergency replacement of 6th Street 40’ manhole
6. Impact fees were passed by City Council for new
residential and commercial development, vital for funding
future infrastructure expansions
2019 - ASSESSMENTS AND REPLACEMENTS
1. Capital improvement projects identified and proposed to
City Council for FY20 consideration
2. Citywide waterline improvement project initiated
3. Technology upgrades at the 6th Street Lift Station
4. Pump replacement at the Mark 45 Lift Station
5. Pump replacement at FM 1764 take-point
6. Drainage assessment on Wisteria Street
7. Duroux Lift Station replacement

3. DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT EXECUTION

Our Public Works employees
are the unsung heroes of
La Marque. They don’t wear
capes – they wear work boots,
and they aren’t afraid of getting
dirty. This crew works through
heat, flood, freeze and mud for
the citizens and businesses of
La Marque. They work hard day
in and day out, weekends,
holidays and night shift,
and they do it for you.
La Marque Public Works equipment operators
from left are Dennis, Joe and Rodney.
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What does Your typical day look like?

We have our days lined out the day before, so we know
what to expect when we hit the door. If there’s a job on
the board in the morning, I want it done by that evening.
The crew is getting better but we can do more. We are
working on leaving job sites in better shape and improving
communication with our citizens.
Proudest moment at City of La Marque?

Our goal is to finish a job in one day.
If that happens, I am proud.
Before working here, what was Your
most unusual or interesting job?

PUBLIC WORKS
TITLE: OPERATIONS FOREMAN
Start Date: MAY 2002
DEPARTMENT:

Brief Job Description?

I oversee the Public Works utility crew. We have
six guys. We fix water and sewer lines, do utility
locates, install new water taps and change out fire
hydrants.

How is Rodney as an employee?

We know we can count on him to handle major
emergencies. Rodney knows how to operate all
our machinery. He knows where all the pipes and
lines are underground, and he can fix anything. He
knows more than anyone about the infrastructure
in La Marque. - Chaise Cary, Interim Director of
Public Works and Rodney’s boss.

Why Did you nominate Rodney?

Rodney does a lot for this city but he’s quiet about
it, so he isn’t recognized very often. The citizens
don’t really know much about his job but he’s the
man behind the scenes and he’s important.
- Tina Ortiz, Utility Billing Manager and coworker
who nominated Rodney.

I was a process operator and then traveled doing warehouse
procurement.
What are your busiest times of year?

When the ground starts to shift we get busy. The coldest part
of winter and hottest part of summer are our busy seasons.
Dream vacation?

Jamaica would be nice.
Advice for new hires?

If you’re going to make it on our crew, you better learn how
to take the heat.
Tough working directly with citizens?

No, I enjoy it. Usually they just want to talk and know what’s
happening. Most citizens just need a little help and we do
our best to take care of everyone.
How has The City helped your career?

I started on the ground floor. After about two years I made
it to operator, so I was driving the backhoes. When Chaise
came on board I got promoted to Foreman.
Favorite part about working Here?

Working with the guys every day. And I like digging.
What do you like most about your job?

It’s different every day.
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Downtown lowdown
ART OF COFFEE UPDATE

GRAND OPENING
EXPECTED FALL 2019

DONE

To Do
Install Cabinets

Order Espresso Machine
Deliver Comfy Furniture
Hire Managers
Install Building Sign

Hang Chandeliers
Hire Employees
Create New Facebook Page
Plan Grand Opening

RENAISSANCE STREETSCAPE

On July 8, 2019, La Marque Economic Development
Corporation brought a preliminary construction budget and
proposed streetscape layout for the intersection of Laurel and
1st Street in La Marque’s downtown Renaissance District to
City Council for consideration. Council approved.
Streetscaping will help make downtown more pedestrianfriendly, adding wider sidewalks, green space
and attractive lighting. This is the next step in
placemaking for downtown according to the
Revitalization Plan developed by Texas A&M
in 2015. These changes should help downtown
continue as an economic driver and gathering
place for generations to come.
Along with the streetscaping, which will
primarily be funded by La Marque Economic
Development Corporation, major road
improvements are planned as part of the $80
million Galveston County bond approved by
voters in 2017. City of La Marque officials
are working with County officials to complete
surveying and engineering, which
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should be ready for review later this year.

For downtown, the plan is to implement streetscaping and
road projects simultaneously, while diligently working to
reduce impact on existing businesses. A stakeholder meeting
is being planned. For information, and to track progress,
visit downtown.cityoflamarque.org.

La Marque Economic Development
Corporation launched a business
spotlight video series called “Shine on
La Marque.” KHEA Radio personalities
Gardy and Curt from the Kickstart
morning show produce the videos.
Please visit shine.cityoflamarque.org
to see all the features and to nominate
your favorite local business. Shine on!

Check the Zoning

The City of La Marque has zoning.
Before buying or selling a property, city
staff recommends checking our zoning
map - especially if the property is off a
major road, like Main Street.
It is possible that a property with
a residential house has been zoned
commercial. Not to worry! Everything is
fine until the property changes hands.
If you need help understanding
terms like “highest and best use” or
“existing non-conforming” please call
Development Services at 409-938-9204
or ds.cityoflamarque.org.

New TCISD school

TCISD school board approved the
naming of the new elementary to be
built at 1431 Bayou Road as Jimmy
Hayley Elementary School in honor of
his service to the community and his
24 years of service to the La Marque
Independent School District Board.
A groundbreaking ceremony was
held Monday, July 29, 2019. Please
follow Texas City ISD for updates and
announcements for this beautiful new
school being built in City of La Marque.
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Boss
Fisherman
Patriot
Christian
Hunter
Grandfather
Archer
Citizen
Pit Master

Charles
“Tink”
Jackson

By Kierra Nance, La Marque Administration

Where did the name Tink come from?
My mother is Scandinavian. Tink is a generational name.
The first boy born every fourth generation is named Tink.
What led you into local
government?
I graduated from college in 1989 with a Bachelors in
teaching, which I did for two years in West Texas, then for
two more years in Southeastern New Mexico, where I’m
from. When I decided I no longer wanted to be a teacher,
I worked in a copper mine for six years until layoffs led me
to work for the New Mexico State Engineer, where I stayed
for 16 years. I was actually headed to be a Cabinet Level
Secretary in Santa Fe, New Mexico, when a local Senator
convinced me to choose between vacancies as School
Superintendent, County Manager, and City Manager in the
town I was from. I was County Manager in Luna County
for two and a half years until my daughter convinced me to
move closer to her in Corpus. I took the position in Pearsall
in 2016. When I realized there was no longer any room for
advancement I began looking for a new opportunity, and
that’s when I found La Marque.
People would be surprised to know:
I once was a professional archer. I also am the two-time
World Champion Wild Hog Barbecue Cooker. Anytime
La Mafia music group comes to South Texas, they ask if I
can come cook for them.

What are the first THREE projects
you would like to see accomplished?
At the start, the most important is to ensure all processes
are right; transparent, efficient, and in the best interest of
our citizens. Second, quality of life for our citizens; here
that starts with our parks - creating an opportunity for our
youth to be healthy, enjoy, and have something positive to
do. Third, is to assess and work on our infrastructure. A lot
needs help. We need infrastructure that isn’t just adequate
for now, but also for our future.
Speaking of the future, have you set
any long term goals for the City?
My main goal anytime, anywhere I go is that when I leave
here, it will be better than when I got here. I plan to
spend the next 10-15 years here, I’d like to end my career
in La Marque. In that time I would like to see responsible
development of the city, bringing in businesses that provide
quality jobs and services. I also would like to invest in our
human resources. We should invest in city employees the
same way we invest in infrastructure. Ultimately when a
potential business or resident looks at Galveston County to
decide where they would like to call home, my goal is for
La Marque to be the obvious choice.
Read On at tink.cityoflamarque.org
409-938-9225
c.jackson@cityoflamarque.org
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Focus on Economic Development
The business grant: crème de la crème of economic development tools
By Alex Getty, LMEDC Executive Director

EDC FUN FACTS

The La Marque Economic Development Corporation’s mission
is to assist in the development of a robust, diversified economy
for the City of La Marque. One way we do this is by offering
grants to business owners.

Economist Ray Perryman found that
over the last 25 years, every $1
spent on economic development has
cumulatively resulted in $11 dollars
of economic activity.

LMEDC can use sales tax funds to incentivize development
projects that create jobs in our city. There are several types
of incentives and tools available, which can be found on our
website at incentives.lmedc.com. For the purposes of this article,
I want to touch on grants and the opportunity they present.
The grant is sometimes referred to as the crème de la crème of
economic development tools. A grant is an investment made
by an economic development corporation into a business for
agreed-upon improvements and performance. Once awarded, if
the requirements are met, a grant does not need to be repaid.
Examples of grant requests include financial assistance with
new pole signs along major thoroughfares, business remodels
or expansions and business relocations into the La Marque city
limits.
Grant terms are usually built on four pillars.
1. Jobs creation
2. Capital investment
3. Sales tax generation
4. Terms for repayment of the EDC’s investment if the business
fails to meet the specific requirements
Here’s how it works:
• Meet with EDC staff to discuss project goals, objectives,
timeline, budget, etc.
• The applicant completes the application and returns it for an
initial review.
• Staff makes sure all the required and pertinent information is
included in the application
• Once complete, the application can become an agenda item
for LMEDC Board of Directors meeting.
• Applicants are strongly encouraged to attend the meeting to
answer any questions the Board may have.
Please give me a call or come by to discuss in greater detail the
process and current grant opportunities in La Marque.
WE MEAN BUSINESS!
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About 60 cents of every dollar spent
with a sole proprietorship is retained
or recirculated in a community.
#shoplocal
La Marque EDC is one of more
than 700 economic development
corporations in the State of Texas.
LMEDC is funded 100 percent by
sales tax collected from qualifying
purchases made inside the city limits
of La Marque, Texas.

The sales tax rate in
La Marque is 8.25%.
Of that, the State of
Texas retains 6.25% and the
remaining 2% is distributed
back to the city. In
La Marque, 1.5% goes to
the City and .5% goes to
the La Marque Economic
Development Corporation.

105,326

La Marque’s retail trade area, or RTA, is
the geographic area from which stores and
restaurants draw customers. This is about
as far as a customer is willing to drive for a
product or service.

2024 Population
Projection in RTA

$76,958

The La Marque Wal-Mart, for example,
draws residents from the entire south
Galveston County region, including Texas
City, Dickinson, Santa Fe, Hitchcock,
Bayou Vista and Tiki Island.
Every year, La Marque Economic
Development Corporation pulls statistical
data that helps staff understand trends.
The EDC also uses RTA data to attract
new businesses to La Marque. As the
population grows in our region, our RTA
data gets more and more desirable.
Source data: RTA.cityoflamarque.org.

2019 RTA Average
Household Income

15.33%

City Population
Growth 2010 - 2019

RTA population growth is one of many factors site selectors use when
determining if La Marque is a good fit for their restaurant or shop.

JULY 2019 RTA DATA REPORT HIGHLIGHTS

38.45

La Marque estimated median age,
slightly above national average

6,421

total households with
72 percent owner occupied &
28 percent renter occupied

16,733

2019 estimated
La Marque population

JANUARY - MAY 2019 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT FACTS

During summer, Development
Services responds to 100
Calls per day
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83 new homes
were built, valued at
$18.3 MILLION

17 business
remodels or
upgrades

Citizens Invested
$981,719
in residential remodels

Prsrt Std
US Postage
PAID
Permit No. 15
La Marque, TX

TO POSTAL CUSTOMER
1111 Bayou Road
La Marque, TX 77568

La Marque News and Events
NOTICE OF SPEED LIMIT REDUCTION ON INTERSTATE 45
City of La Marque, at the request of Texas Department of Transportation, has
reduced the speed limit on Interstate 45 from FM 1765 to FM 519. The speed limit
on the main lanes of Interstate 45 will be reduced from 65 MPH to 55 MPH and the
speed limit on the frontage roads will be reduced from 50 MPH to 45 MPH. This
change is scheduled to go into effect in August 2019 and will last for the duration
of the freeway expansion project. Read more at speed.cityoflamarque.org.

La Marque City Council Regular Meetings begin at 6:00 p.m. the
second Monday of each month in Council Chambers, 1109 B Bayou Road.
La Marque CRIME STOPPERS Luncheons begin at 11:45 a.m. the second
Wednesday of each month at First United Methodist Church. Lunch is $7.

October

19

October

24

La Marque Bayou Fest will be held at the beautiful 230 acre Mac McGaffey
Highland Bayou Park in La Marque, Texas, on October 19, 2019. Kids’ activities start
at 8:00 a.m. with a fishing tournament, pumpkin carving contest, mutton busting,
bounce houses and plenty of room to play. Vendor booths, food trucks and fair food
are all on site. A series of concerts kicks off late afternoon and a lucky 300 get to
hang out in the Miller Lite VIP Experience tent. Stay until 10:00 p.m. to watch the
Amoco Federal Credit Union fireworks show. La Marque Bayou Fest is presented by
City of La Marque and TCLM Chamber. Visit lamarquebayoufest.com for updates.
La Marque Library Fall Festival is planned from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
on Thursday, October 24, 2019, at Walter Feigle Park. This event is free and open to
all ages. Join us for scary stories, pumpkin painting, a costume parade, trunk-or-treat
and more. Follow LMPL on social media or visit library.cityoflamarque.org.

