FALL 2016

STAY CONNECTED
YOUR COMMUNITY, YOUR NEWS.

The City of La Marque and La Marque Economic Development
Corporation are teaming up with local business owners, the school
district, the Texas City-La Marque Chamber of Commerce and
community advocates to deliver relevant news and important
updates to residents and businesses inside our city limits.

LOOK FOR COMMUNITY NEWS AND OPEN LINES OF COMMUNICATION WITH CITY LEADERSHIP
BAYOU FEST 2016

CITY NEWS & UPDATES

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

EDUCATION NEWS
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An exciting international lights festival is
coming to Gulf Greyhound Park, providing
a boom for our local economy. Shine on!

FROM MAYOR HOCKING
During the 2015 strategic planning process, La Marque community
stakeholders and citizens called for a revitalized communication
strategy that keeps residents and local businesses informed of the news,
opportunities and positive happenings in our city.
Some residents may remember our newsletter from years past.
We’ve brought it back and it’s better than ever. Inside La Marque will be
published quarterly and mailed to every resident and business in the
city limits. Our efforts are aimed at providing an engaging, informative
newsletter that our readers will look forward to receiving. We promise to
deliver relevant city updates and share information that impacts your life
here in La Marque.
The goal of Inside La Marque is to spark community involvement,
encourage teamwork, foster partnerships and promote overall
community success. I personally invite all of our readers to submit story
ideas, ask questions, share volunteer opportunities, notify us of events
and boast your business successes. Let us know about our local children
and their accomplishments. We want to hear your good news and if
space allows, your story could end up in our next edition.
For information about the strategic plan and to read about other
initiatives, visit www.cityoflamarque.org. To submit story ideas or news,
email news@cityoflamarque.org. Welcome back to Inside La Marque.

Mayor Bobby Hocking
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LIVE MUSIC, FOOD AND FREE FAMILY FUN AT BAYOU FEST
THE BELLAMY BROTHERS ROCK HIGHLAND BAYOU PARK STAGE OCTOBER 15
City of La Marque and Texas City-La Marque Chamber
of Commerce have teamed up once again to deliver a
family-friendly festival for area citizens to enjoy. And
the best part - admission and parking are free. Bayou
Fest is the place to be on Saturday, October 15, 2016, at
Highland Bayou Park in La Marque.
The annual festival has something for everyone. Families
can enjoy daytime activities including a pumpkin patch
with pumpkin carving contest, bounce houses, arts &
crafts vendors and a variety of food options. The annual
Fireworks Extravaganza sponsored by AMOCO Federal
Credit Union starts around 10:00 p.m.
“Bayou Fest gets better every year,” said Jenny Senter,
President of the Texas City-La Marque Chamber of
Commerce. “This event is a great way to welcome fall,
visit with your neighbors and enjoy some quality family
time outdoors. One of my favorites is our Pumpkin
Carving Contest. Just pick a pumpkin and enter the
contest for free. Awards are provided by La Marque Lions
Club in categories of 2-5 years, 6-10 years 11-16 years and
17-older.”
Bayou Fest admission is free. For information, contact
the Chamber at 409-935-1408.

NEW THIS YEAR - MUTTON BUSTING
Move over, rodeo! We’re bringing Mutton Bustin’ to
Bayou Fest! Dress up your little cowboys and cowgirls
and meet us near the pavilion. Registration is at 1:00 p.m.
and the fee is $20. There are two age categories, 2-5 and
6-7. There will be trophies for first, second and third place
in each age category. The weight limit is 60 pounds and
a waiver must be signed by parents at registration. Can
your kid hang on for eight seconds?
FREE KIDS FISHING TOURNAMENT
Rusty Hook Fishing Club is organizing the Calvin
“Cowboy” Jones Memorial Children’s Fishing Tournament
again this year. All children 12 years old and younger fish
for free with parent supervision. The first 100 participants
receive a free t-shirt. Parents need to supply the rod and
reel but bait will be provided. There are awards for 10
categories of fish caught plus door prizes throughout
the day. La Marque Lions Club is providing 10 brand-new
rods for the first place winners. Registration starts at 9:00
a.m. Look for a trailer close to the water.

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT WITH THE BELLAMY BROTHERS
Live entertainment revs up at 4:30 p.m. Local legends
The Pee Wee Bowen Band and Johnny Lee rock the stage
before headlining act The Bellamy Brothers. Attendees
are encouraged to bring chairs or blankets and dance the
night away at this free community concert.
BBQ COOK-OFF SPOTS GOING FAST
Last year 100 teams participated in the annual BBQ
Cook-Off and $10,000 in prize money was awarded.
There are 120 spots available and they are going fast.
Teams who participated last year have until October 3
to register. There are roughly 20 new team spots open.
Call the Texas City-La Marque Chamber for information.
Categories are chicken, pork, ribs and brisket with an
optional Split the Pot Fajita Cook-Off Friday evening.
YOUTH TALENT SHOW
A Brighter Day Quality Learning Center will be hosting
a Community Youth Round-Up Talent Show from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the north side of the pavilion.
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Focus on Economic Development
GULF GREYHOUND PARK LANDS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
300,000 VISITORS
300 VOLUNTEERS
140 JOBS
52 DAYS
22 ACRES
6 ATTRACTIONS
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MAGICAL WINTER LIGHTS is a 52-day holiday lighting
festival scheduled to kick off in La Marque this
November. The international lantern festival debuted
in Houston last year but moved to Gulf Greyhound Park
for the 2016 season. Magical Winter Lights promises
wonderful holiday entertainment for local citizens, more
than 140 temporary jobs and an economic boom for the
City of La Marque.
According to Alex Getty, La Marque Economic
Development Executive Director, the tourism dollars this
event will bring into La Marque and the surrounding
communities will be significant.
“We are proud and excited to host this world-class event
in the City of La Marque,” said Getty.
The festival will open late November and run through
early January. That means a steady flow of visitors to our
community, full hotels, busy restaurants and tax dollars
rolling in to our economy.
BIGGER, BETTER AND IN OUR BACKYARD
Magical Winter Lights isn’t your average light show. This
is one of the largest holiday lighting events in the Greater
Houston Area and the largest lantern festival of its kind
in the United States. The designs are based on traditional
Chinese lanterns and transformed into larger-than-life
remakes of well-known landmarks from all corners of the
globe. The 2016 festival will feature six sections including
Magical Wonderland, Dinosaur Land, Mystery of the East,
Man and Nature, Landmarks of the World and Holiday
Market Square featuring pictures with Santa.
Yusi An, founder of Magical Winter Lights, said more
than sixty percent of the lanterns are new this year.
“Attendees can expect an expanded event layout,
gourmet food options, newer carnival rides and
unforgettable performances. Each lantern and display
is built on imagination and designed to “wow” our guests.”
The Magical Wonderland section is an ocean theme,

featuring a whale that you can actually walk into, a
huge jellyfish and a platform where attendees can
do some stargazing. The interactive Dino Fun Zone
offers an indoor experience with dinosaur rides, 3-D art
installation and photos with T-Rex. There will be two
Chinese acrobat performances every day.
PERKS FOR GALVESTON COUNTY RESIDENTS
From October 17 through January 8 La Marque
residents who purchase tickets online can get free
parking with the promo code LMFREEPARKING. Schools
can schedule field trips and students interested in
Chinese culture are encouraged to volunteer to learn
about the significance of lantern festivals. Companies
can even host private celebrations under the VIP tent.
LOCAL ECONOMIC BOOM
The event will draw visitors from the Greater Houston
Area and the entire Gulf Coast Region. For the City of La
Marque, the economic impact centers on tax revenue
but Magical Winter Lights will create a ripple of positive
economic activity for hundreds of Galveston County
businesses.
“We bring 80 lantern artists, 20 acrobats and 10
office staff from China,” said An. “We’ve booked their
accommodations at local hotels and rented vehicles for
them. We’ve hired four local office staff, eight event staff
and will contract between two and four security officers
every day. We hire local construction crews, crane
operators and electricians, and we rent our equipment
and generators locally.”
Success for Magical Winter Lights is a win for the
City of La Marque. Tickets go on sale in October at
MagicalWinterLights.com or your local Walgreens store.
A full event schedule, volunteer registration and private
event inquires are available online, as well.
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Community Matters

IT’S IN YOUR HANDS. VOLUNTEERING LOCALLY WILL STRENGTHEN OUR CITY.
Studies have proven a positive association between quality
of life and engagement in volunteering, especially for
retirees and seniors. Beyond the individual health benefits
of volunteering lies something even more important.

Volunteerism has the power to drastically
improve our community.

Bo Hunter has been a citizen of La Marque since 1977.
He retired in 1995 and these days you can find him
volunteering as a pilot for Angel Flight, transporting
patients across the southern United States for medical
treatments. He also serves on the City of La Marque Parks
Board. Bo Hunter’s history of volunteerism includes 30 years
as a La Marque youth football and baseball coach.
“Society is changing,” Hunter said. “Back in the 70s, 80s
and early 90s coaches could recruit kids off the sand lots
and get them into organized sports. Parents attended
every practice and every game. Today it’s rare to even see
kids outside riding bikes. Participation in youth sports is
declining because everyone is so busy and our priorities
have changed. With fewer kids playing sports and fewer
families attending church, it can be hard for people to hear
about needs in our community.”
There are hundreds of civic action opportunities in La
Marque and the surrounding areas. Bay Area Habitat for
Humanity, Coastal Area Health Education Center, Galveston
County Community Action Council and Galveston County
Food Bank are actively seeking volunteers. Hunter says that
even with these local groups, we won’t cover local needs.
“ Helping is hereditary,” Hunter said. “Growing up,
my parents spent time with family and neighbors. When
somebody was in need, they went to the rescue. If we had
a hungry family in the neighborhood, we fed them. If a
young mother was struggling with rent, we helped her. If a
man had no transportation, we provided for him. As a child,
I was working alongside my parents and observing them.
Watching my mother and father taught me the values of a
good volunteer. Parents today need to realize everything
they do impacts their children. Kids are watching and
PAGE 6 learning from you.”

FIND OPPORTUNITIES THAT MATTER TO YOU
There are countless ways to make a difference for
those in need. Points of Light is a global organization
that mobilizes millions of volunteers each year. They
provide a database where individuals can search for
opportunities by zip code or interest area. Non-profits
can post needs and get assistance with web and social
media marketing. Visit www.allforgood.org to try it.
GET INVOLVED AT THE CITY LEVEL
Carol Buttler, City of La Marque City Manager, Mayor
Hocking and the City Council encourage local citizens
to apply for board vacancies and volunteer their
time serving the City. Currently, there is one vacancy
on the City of La Marque Board of Adjustment, one
vacancy on the Cemetery Board and two vacancies
on the Clean City Commission. Board members are
appointed by City Council for two-year terms. There are
also opportunities with the Citizens’ Police Academy.
“Whether you’re interested in a short-term,
traditional volunteer activity or a long-term, skillsbased commitment, there is opportunity at the
City,” Buttler said. “Municipalities often benefit
from rotating in new appointees and we encourage
community involvement.”
KEEP IT SIMPLE
La Marque citizens have a responsibility to lend
a helping hand and work together to enrich our
community.
“Volunteering isn’t about how much money you can
spare,” Hunter said. “More often, people just need
your time. Spending a few hours with someone can
change their life forever.”
The City of La Marque is discussing the
establishment of a volunteerism task force to increase
community engagement. We invite citizens and nonprofit organizations to post ideas and suggestions at
www.cityoflamarque.org/volunteer.

La Marque Education Update

BY MELISSA TORTORICI, TEXAS CITY ISD DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
As of July 1, 2016, La Marque
schools became a part of Texas City
Independent School District. Texas
City ISD administrators spent eight
months preparing for four new
schools, an estimated 2,400 students
and 200 additional employees. The
focus during that time was on refining
academics, hiring highly-qualified
staff and enhancing facilities.
FOCUS ON EDUCATION
Emphasis was placed on advanced
academics to build rigorous
programming for students who
are academically gifted, as well as
increasing the number of students
participating in the College of the
Mainland Collegiate High School
program, Advance Placement classes,
Dual Credit classes and Career &
Technology Education. In addition,
an honors program at La Marque
Middle School and new curriculum
for Pre-Kindergarten was developed.
“We are implementing innovative,
brain-researched activities not
just for Pre-K but at all levels,” said
Deputy Superintendent Susan Myers.
“Students will benefit from hands-on
learning and engaging lessons.”
RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS
Teachers began working early to

prepare for the 2016 school year.
Texas City ISD made a significant
investment to ensure teachers
had the instructional resources
they needed to be successful. Staff
development seminars including
classroom management, curriculum
frameworks and instructional best
practices were offered.
“We have additional instructional
support on each La Marque campus
just as we have in place in Texas
City,” said Mrs. Myers. “These
positions include instructional
specialists, academic coaches and
interventionists. For students who
may have a gap in their learning,
there will be innovative remediation
and support available.”
Deans of instruction at La Marque
High School and La Marque Middle
School will be used for remediation
as well as advanced academics.
WHAT STAYED THE SAME
La Marque High School students
will remain Cougars at La Marque
High School. Traditions such as
the alma mater, colors and mascot
will not change. About 48% of
the instructional staff previously
teaching in La Marque ISD were
hired by Texas City ISD. The majority
of maintenance and custodial staff

were hired. In fact, from June through
August Maintenance and Custodial
crews worked seven days a week to
make repairs, clean and renovate the
buildings that were already in service.
WHAT CHANGED
Because contracts ended when
La Marque ISD closed, all positions
had to be posted and filled. All four
La Marque schools have different
grade configurations. La Marque
Primary, located at 100 Lake Road, is
for pre-kindergarten, kindergarten
and 1st grade. La Marque Elementary
School, located at 1217 Vauthier, is
for 2nd, 3rd and 4th grades. Students
in 5th through 8th grades attend La
Marque Middle School, located at
1431 Bayou Road. La Marque High
School, located at 397 Duroux, is for
students in 9th through 12th grades.
Two of the four administrators hired
to lead the La Marque schools are
alumni of La Marque High School.
Sharon Sharp Williams leads La
Marque Elementary School. Dr.
Florence Townsend Adkins leads La
Marque Middle School. Patti Martin
leads La Marque Primary and Ricky
Nicholson leads La Marque High
School. We anticipate a great year for
students in La Marque schools.

GO COUGARS!
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City News & Updates

WHAT’S HAPPENING, LA MARQUE?

La Marque Public Library is the place to be for Our annual Christmas Parade has a new
education, information and fun. Along with books, route, a new theme and a new tree! Please join
the library offers Wi-Fi, Internet access and downloadable
audio and e-books—all free to residents and visitors in the
La Marque community. Along with providing access to a
wealth of print and online information, the library offers
programs for all ages including weekly story hour and
classes on Microsoft Word. Visit lamarquelibrary.org for
information on programs, services and upcoming events
including Fall Festival and Jolly Jamboree.

us at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, December 7, 2016, for a
Magical Christmas celebration. Bundle up the family,
visit with Santa, receive candy canes and enjoy festive
entertainment. La Marque Lions Club is providing hot
dogs, hot chocolate and snow cones. The Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony will be extra special this year with a
brand new, 30-foot tree and sparkling new decorations.

“Let’s Paint the Town” is a program sponsored
by the Clean City Commission of La Marque

that provides free paint and discounted supplies to
homeowners. Over the summer, City of La Marque
received 71 applications for this program. We are thrilled
at the response from our local homeowners and excited
to see City of La Marque homes with a fresh coat of
paint. Keep an eye out, City of La Marque officials hope
to bring the program back this fall.
Photo courtesy of Bay Area
Habitat for Humanity.

Get in the holiday spirit and enter a float in
the Christmas Parade! Trophies are awarded for

winning floats. For questions, or to enter a float, contact
the Chamber at 409-935-1408. The new route will start
from Bobby Beach Park on Westward, head south, turn
left on Cedar, left on Bayou, right on First, left of Laurel
and finally left on Bayou to the vacant parking lot near
old Firemen’s Hall. The annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony is immediately after the parade at Walter Feigle
Park. For information, visit www.cityoflamarque.org.
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