CONNECTED

THE CITY OF LA MARQUE AND LA MARQUE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
ARE PARTNERING WITH BUSINESS LEADERS, OUR SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AND LOCAL COMMUNITY ADVOCATES TO DELIVER COMMUNITY STORIES,
TIMELY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPDATES TO RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES
INSIDE OUR CITY LIMITS. GET FRESH PERSPECTIVES FROM LOCAL LEADERS.

City Infrastructure Update

Welcome Spring

I am excited to report that our city is “Springing
Forward”. Like our gardens, trees and plants, La Marque
began blooming early this year.
It was a joy to see the dirt being turned for the new
Mancuso Powersports La Marque location about three
months ago. Get ready to start your engines. Mancuso
is poised to move to its new, first-class facility soon.
The La Marque Garden Club is about to turn some
dirt of their own as they, along with volunteers from
our community, begin planting our new Community
Garden. I hope folks will join them for the planting –
and later for the picking!
And last, but certainly not least, bulldozers are moving
material and paving machines already hard at work
repairing streets in every Council district. Soon, travel
will be safer and more enjoyable for our citizenry.
So, we as a City are busy planting seeds for our future.
With the help and support of our people we will
all reap a tremendous harvest... both literally and
figuratively. May you all be blessed in the process.

Mayor Bobby Hocking

PAGE 2

PAGES

3: DEFINING EDC
5: SENIORS
6: INFRASTRUCTURE
8: CLEAN CITY

9: ELECTION
10: SURVEY
11: EDUCATION
12: ROCK & READ

TEAM

CAROL BUTTLER
CITY MANAGER, CITY OF LA MARQUE
RON CROWDER
CHAIRMAN, LA MARQUE EDC BOARD
ALEX GETTY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, LA MARQUE EDC
COLLEEN MERRITT, MA
PUBLIC RELATIONS, LA MARQUE EDC

CONTACT

LA MARQUE EDC
1130 1ST STREET
(409) 938-9258
LMEDC.COM

CITY OF LA MARQUE
1111 BAYOU ROAD
(409) 938-9202
CITYOFLAMARQUE.ORG

Defining Economic Development
BY ALEX GETTY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
LA MARQUE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

A while back, a friend of mine asked a group to define
economic development. Some said shopping at
home was economic development while others said
revitalization and beautification projects would qualify.
Most agreed that job creation, capital investment and
increased sales tax are some of the desired outcomes of
successful economic development efforts. The point is,
economic development requires an adaptable approach
that goes far beyond any single event or activity. It is a
process. Everyone, including citizens, plays a role.
The La Marque Economic Development Corporation’s
(EDC) mission is to assist in the development of a strong,
diversified economy for the City of La Marque. This
can be accomplished with a multifaceted approach
that consists of efforts to promote business retention,
business expansion and business recruitment.
As an industry standard, one indicator of economic
development success is increased sales tax revenues. In
La Marque, great strides have been made in this regard
over the last several years. In fact, sales tax revenues
have increased by a whopping 60 percent over the past
five years. Rather than a one-time windfall, the gains
have been steady and incremental, which tends to show
economic stability. The rate of revenue increase we
have enjoyed will rank among the top percentage gains
in the region.

WHAT’S SALES TAX REVENUE?
In a nutshell, when a qualifying purchase is made,
funds are collected at the point of sale and are sent to
the Texas Comptroller’s Office. The sales tax rate in La
Marque is 8.25 percent, which is true for most cities in
Galveston County. Of that, the State of Texas retains
6.25 percent and those funds primarily go to their
general fund. The remaining sales tax is distributed back
to local municipalities monthly.

In La Marque, 1.5 percent goes to the City and 0.5
percent goes to the La Marque Economic Development
Corporation. Our EDC is a Type A Corporation. That
means the funds distributed to La Marque EDC by the
State of Texas can be used for specific purposes.

WHAT IS OUR FOCUS?

The EDC uses its portion of sales tax revenue on
business retention and expansion, attracting new
commercial and light industrial projects, capital
investments and marketing our community. The EDC
also participates in commercial revitalization projects
because those are designed to reenergize our central
business district, draw in new businesses and create jobs.

SHOPPING LOCAL MATTERS.

While property taxes are paid solely by property owners
in La Marque, sales tax comes from everyone who shops
and ultimately makes qualifying purchases here. This
is why it is so important to shop at home whenever
possible. Small businesses are the backbone of our
economy but purchases from national retailers help
us, too. A portion of every penny you spend in our City
limits will come back to La Marque.
Most of our sales tax revenue comes from the 300,000
people who live in Galveston County. But theoretically,
folks can come from anywhere in the world to shop in
La Marque. Think of the visitors passing through on the
way to Galveston, or attending our signature events like
Magical Winter Lights, the Crawfish Bash and Bayou Fest.
The sales tax revenue generated by visitors helps fund
improvements that increase quality of life.
The Economic Development Corporation is working
hard to ensure the success and vitality of La Marque.
For information, visit LMEDC.com.
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Available 24 hours
Traditional funeral services
Cremation specialists
Pre-need arrangements
Monuments Headstones

Locally owned and managed by
the Crowder Family since 1959.

Cary Lam, Realtor
910-603-8244
cary@thehouse
company.com

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
Since 1976

409-935-2401

Ginny Adams, Realtor
713-303-6388
ginny@thehouse
company.com

401 Texas Avenue, La Marque

www.crowderfuneralhomes.com

Stay Safe:

Don’t Trim Trees
Near Electric
Equipment
• Call TNMP before trimming trees or working
near power lines or poles.

Business Cards Full Color Printing Brochures
Business Forms Labels Newsletters
Booklets Wedding Invitations Note Pads
Postcards Rubber Stamps High Speed Copying
Color Copies Envelopes Fax Service
Yard Signs Vinyl Lettering Banners

• Don’t try to cut a tree yourself if it’s growing
close to a power line or pole.
• Call TNMP, which will inspect the growth
and arrange for trimming, if needed.
• Keep people and equipment like treetrimming saws and ladders away.
• Even if you don’t touch a line, getting tools
or equipment too close can be deadly.
• Always look up before setting ladders and
before working on trees.

Contact TNMP
888-866-7456

SKY DIVING SENIORS WANTED

BY COLLEEN MERRITT, PUBLIC RELATIONS SPECIALIST

Growing old is mandatory but growing up is optional – Walt Disney
As Boomers reach retirement age, options for life
after work abound. Not sure where to start? Check out
Senior Services, a free, year-round program provided by
Galveston County. There are three nearby Senior Centers;
Bacliff, Dickinson and one right here in La Marque at
Carbide Park. According to Averian Lee-Miller, Recreation
Specialist at the La Marque Center, the senior program
is a safe place for active seniors to participate in exercise
classes, social activities, day trips and seminars.
“I am always shocked at how many people don’t know
about our center, said Lee-Miller. “All independent
seniors from Galveston County are invited to visit and
participate in anything we have going on. If you can’t
drive, transportation can be provided. There truly is
something for everyone here and our calendar is always
jam-packed.”
Center members have access to transportation services
and healthy lunches Monday through Friday. The
dining atmosphere is casual and seniors experience the
pleasure of dining together and socializing with others.
Lee-Miller stresses the transportation program is more
than trips to the pharmacy and grocery store.
“At the La Marque Center, we go on day trips to
Houston, visit museums , go to shows, sing karaoke and
go bowling,” Lee-Miller said. “Our program is designed
for seniors to get out of the house and enjoy life.”
The La Marque Center partners with College of the
Mainland’s 50 Plus Program for several
classes, including yoga and
ceramics.

“We have presentations on topics like avoiding scams
and how to stay calm during an emergency,” Lee-Miller
said. “I even tried to organize a skydiving trip once!”
The group at the La Marque Center is broken down by
activity level. Whether you prefer quiet games or would
rather go shopping at the Houston Galleria, they’ve got
you covered.
Eligibility criteria are simple:
1. Galveston County senior
2. At least 55 years old
3. Must be independent
4. Membership required for meals and transportation
5. No fee for membership; sign up only takes 10 minutes
Each center has a monthly calendar of events online
at www.galvestoncountytx.gov/PS. For information on
Senior Services at Johnson Community Center in La
Marque, contact Averian Lee-Miller at 409-934-8148.

Area seniors are also encouraged to
participate in the College of the
ion
Mainland Lifelong Learning Program. Their miss
ents 50
is to provide learning opportunities for adult stud
hment classes in
years of age and older by offering personal enric
ronment.
a positive, accepting and intergenerational envi

WWW.COM.EDU/50PLUS

FREE FELLOWSHIP AND FUN AT
JOHNSON COMMUNITY CENTER

Address:
Hours:
		
Contact:
Main Office:
Direct Line:
Email:
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4102 Main Street, La Marque, Texas 77568
Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Closed on County holidays
Averian Lee-Miller
409-770-6251
409-934-8148
averian.lee-miller@co.galveston.tx.us

“OUR PROGRAM IS DESIGNED
FOR SENIORS TO GET OUT OF
THE HOUSE AND ENJOY LIFE”

PUBLIC SERVICES AND
INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

I-45

BY COLLEEN MERRITT
PUBLIC RELATIONS, LA MARQUE EDC
FM 1764

FM 2004

KIRBY WA
PLAN

The City of La Marque is working
on a $5 million infrastructure
improvement plan. The project was
jump started in 2008 after Hurricane
Ike. The combination of financial
contributions from the City, federal
Disaster Recovery Funds, the Texas
General Land Office (TGLO) and
Texas Department of Agriculture
(TDA) Community Block Grants have
allowed for street improvements
as well as water and sewer
infrastructure updates. New facilities
and much needed sanitary sewer
rehabilitation projects were made
possible. This map shows major
sewer improvements.
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The City of La Marque, Gulf Coast Water Authority and Motco Trust
Group are finalizing an arrangement that will allow city officials to cap
a decades-old water line dubbed “The Motco Line”. The line earned its
name because it currently serves one City customer – the Motco Federal
Superfund Site in southeastern La Marque. The line was identified as one of
several sources of non-revenue water loss. Attempts to repair it have failed
due to the pipe’s age and fragile state. Capping the line is the best option. A
plan will be announced April 2017.
PM Construction was contracted to manage an emergency pipe
bursting project in 2017. Pipe bursting is like slip lining pipes in your house,
just on a much larger scale. With specialized equipment and state of the art
technology, PM Construction was able to quickly repair and replace some
of the oldest water and sewer infrastructure in the City of La Marque. This
project is ongoing. Contracting this job not only benefitted the citizens of
La Marque but alleviated some pressure from Public Services Department,
allowing them to better manage day-to-day operations. Funding is coming
from a $2.5 Million Sewer Bond. Pipe bursting is a cost-effective way to
significantly increase functionality of city sewer infrastructure.

The La Marque Economic Development Corporation
and La Marque City Council initiated the development
of La Marque’s Strategic and Community Development
Plan in 2015. During that process, a combination of focus
groups, interviews and a planning charrette resulted in
a vibrant vision for the City of La Marque through 2022.
Clearly, the topic that received the greatest attention
during the Strategic Plan citizen discussion was the
topic of infrastructure needs. Two priority areas were
identified: roads and water.
By direction of City Council, City staff began working
on infrastructure improvements immediately upon the
Strategic Plan’s conception. Recently, nearly $400,000 has
been invested in improving city streets. Improvements
are ongoing and a digital reporting system called
Request Tracker has been implemented to document pot

holes and road hazards.
Over the past several years, a series of water audits and
studies was conducted to identify and prioritize sewer
and water infrastructure projects for the City. According
to Les Rumburg, Director of Public Services, sewer, water
and drainage is improving daily in the City of La Marque.
“The City has made substantial progress,” Rumburg
said. “We have been focusing on the historic areas of
town because studies showed that area had the most
immediate need. With city sewer lines operating better,
now we can move on to installing new water lines. Keep
in mind, we need to look ahead, anticipate need for La
Marque’s growing population, plan for new subdivisions
and pave the way for new commercial developments.
Infrastructure maintenance is an ongoing and evolving
process but we’re headed in the right direction.”
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Project Completions:
1. Sewer Rehabilitation Projects
Updated outdated sewer infrastructure
Installed new lines where updating not feasible
2. Magnolia Water Treatment Plant Rehab
3. The Kirby Street Water Plant
Added 500,000 gallons of water storage, enhancing
pumping capacity and water pressure
4. 36” Sewer Rehab
5. 12” Sewer Rehab

City Limits
Roads

CLEAN CITY STRETCHES YOUR DOLLAR
BY JOE COMPIAN, CHAIRMAN OF LA MARQUE CLEAN CITY COMMISSION
If you have a water connection with the City of La
Marque, you have the opportunity to donate $2.00 on
your monthly water bill. You might be asking, “what’s in
it for me?” Well, how about funding vital programs that
keep our City beautiful and provide quality of life for our
community? If you choose to donate, your gift is divided
between the La Marque Clean City Commission and the
Parks Board.

YOUR DOLLAR DONATION

From each water bill donation, half comes to the Clean
City Commission. Think about what you can get for a
dollar these days. After a small premium roast coffee at
McDonald’s is finished; after your Texas Lottery scratch
off ticket came up a loser; your $1 contribution to the
Clean City Commission could still be working for you,
generating benefits for your family and strengthening
our community. Here’s how!

FIRST, every Clean City Commissioner is an

uncompensated volunteer often giving more than 20
hours a month of service to citizens of La Marque. Our
volunteer Commissioners understand the value of your
hard-earned dollar and take seriously our responsibility
to be faithful stewards of your monthly contribution.
The Clean City Commission is also a welcoming group.
Along with our Mayor and City Council, we encourage
La Marque residents from all parts of the City to fill out a
simple volunteer form and join the Commission.

SECOND, each year the Commission conducts

city-wide events, including Spring Clean Up and Fall
Clean Up. The Clean Up events are your time to get rid of
larger waste and debris that do not fit in the blue trash
receptacles at no charge. Working alongside our citizens,
the Clean City Commission Clean Ups help La Marque
stay a clean, responsible community that can be
proud of its appearance.
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THIRD, the Clean City Commission hates illegal

dumping, illegal posters, illegal signs and general litter.
We partner with the La Marque Municipal Court to
coordinate community service workers. Our community
service volunteers clean up debris and waste dumped
on streets. This saves the city money and time. Now, City
crews can focus more on Public Services projects instead
of picking up trash.

FOURTH, La Marque has a rich heritage with

many historic homes. To help keep these older homes
beautiful, the Commission initiated the “Let’s Paint
the Town” campaign. At no cost to the homeowner,
the Commission provides exterior paint. In 2016, 71
applications were submitted. Newly painted homes
restore neighborhood pride and maintain property
values. It also tells visitors that we are a stable
community that invests in our residents.

FINALLY, when you see your next monthly water

bill, please know that your contribution has an incredibly
positive impact on our small community. We need your
help! The La Marque Clean City Commissioners are
grateful for your support and we look forward to greater
things to come as we continue to enrich and improve the
appearance of our City’s streets and neighborhoods.
The Clean City Commission meets at 6:00 p.m. the
second Wednesday of every month in Council Chambers,
1109-B Bayou Road, La Marque, Texas. Follow the City of
La Marque Facebook page for agenda postings and read
the Clean City Ordinance at cityoflamarque.org.

La Marque General
Election Information

ALWAYS AVAILABLE

A&A is your all in one stop for machining and
fabrication. Quality People Building Quality Products.

- It’s the A&A Way.

The City of La Marque will be conducting a General
Election on May 6, 2017 to elect the following:
ONE COUNCILMEMBER FOR DISTRICT “B”		
Candidates: Chris Lane
		Deanie Barrett
ONE COUNCILMEMBER FOR DISTRICT “D”
Candidates: Casey McAuliffe
		
Greg “Snow King” Cornett
		David Pennington
The Early Voting and Election Day polling location
within the City of La Marque will be at the La Marque
Community Center (Room), 1109-B Bayou Road, La
Marque, Texas 77568.

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS

Diamond Anniversary

You may vote at ANY polling location in Galveston
County during Early Voting and on Election Day.
To obtain other locations within Galveston County,
please visit www.galvestonvotes.org.
			
VOTING DATES AND HOURS:
Monday, April 24 through Friday, April 28
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 				
Monday, May 1 and Tuesday, May 2
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 6
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
For information, contact Robin Eldridge, City of La
Marque City Clerk at 409-938-9259.

Your Vote Matters.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!
409-938-4274
www.aagroup.com
aam.sales@aagroup.com

P.O. Box 219
3101 Texas Avenue
La Marque, Texas 77568
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City News & Updates WHAT’S HAPPENING, LA MARQUE?
The 2017 Hurricane Season runs from June 1 through November 30. It is never
too early to start planning. Not sure where to start? We’ve got you covered! Each
May, the City La Marque Office of Emergency Management hosts a Hurricane
Preparedness meeting to help citizens prepare an emergency plan, find out about
local emergency services and better understand resources available as citizens
of Galveston County. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for updates
or check our website, www.cityoflamarque.org. Bring your family, friends, and
neighbors to find out how you can be better prepared for hurricane season!
La Marque Fire Department celebrated new hires and promotions at the
March 2017 City Council Meeting. Fire Chief Gerald Grimm shared introductions,
accomplishments and accreditations of his team. We are proud to have such a fine
group of men and women protecting us in the City of La Marque. Chief Grimm
also gave an update on the new fire station, which will be built at 1000 Salt Grass
Crossing Boulevard. To hear the full report, visit the City of La Marque’s YouTube
Channel at www.youtube.com/user/cityofLaMarque and click on the 3-13-2017
Regular Council Meeting video.

And the survey says... La Marque wants sidewalks

WE ASKED FOR INPUT AND THE PEOPLE OF LA MARQUE ANSWERED!
La Marque Economic Development Corporation, in cooperation with
Texas A&M’s Texas Coastal Watershed Program (TCWP), are developing
a plan to revitalize our historic business district. Efforts focus on Laurel
Street, from Bayou Road to Yupon Drive, and 1st Street, from Bayou
Road to Highway 3. Phase 2 of the three-phase project was recently
completed, which asked for input from the community to develop a
vision for what the
area could be. These
photos are a good
example of what our
historic business
district could look
like soon. As of
press time, 147 people
participated in
the Visual Preference
Survey. Next, the
folks at A&M will
analyze public
feedback and start
developing an
enhancement plan.
In May 2017, TCWP will provide a 5-year Short-Term Action Plan
combining citizen feedback, modern city planning principles and
coastal city resilience plans. Stay tuned for Facebook surveys asking
about what types of businesses and restaurants you’d like to see. Please
visit downtown.cityoflamarque.org for updates. #iloveLaMarque
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La Marque
Education Update
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BY MELISSA TORTORICI
TEXAS CITY ISD DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

A dedication and ribbon cutting
ceremony was held this past winter
for the new Legacy Hall at La
Marque High School.
The Legacy Hall, which is upstairs
looking out over the Commons, is
dedicated to the La Marque school
district’s history so that it can live
on. While not inclusive of every
success achieved by La Marque
students and staff, information,
awards, and memorabilia are on
display for all to see as a sampling
of that pride. La Marque schools
are now a part of Texas City ISD
but nothing will ever take away the
achievements earned in La Marque.
La Marque ISD has a rich 73year history and strong tradition.
Founded in 1943 and encompassing
36 square miles that included
portions of the cities of La Marque

and Texas City, as well as the
communities of Bayou Vista and Tiki
Island, the district was home to two
high schools in the early years – La
Marque High School and Lincoln
High School.
The La Marque High School Tigers
were blue and gold. The Lincoln
High School Eagles were blue
and white. After desegregation in
the late 1960s, the district school
combined the two high schools
into La Marque High School, which
opened in the fall of 1970 for all
students. The mascot changed to
the Cougars and the school colors
became blue, gold, and white to
represent both schools.
Throughout its history, La Marque
ISD was a leader and model for
other school districts in a variety
of areas. La Marque alumni

have become leaders in their
communities, the state and the
nation. The district has produced
a US Senator, countless doctors,
educators, civil servants, police
officers, honorable soldiers and
even Super Bowl champions.
Many of those success stories are
evident in the Legacy Hall, which is
now a permanent fixture of honor
forever and always at La Marque
High School. It is administrators’
hope that this display can grow as
memorabilia is shared. If you have
items you would like to donate
for display, please contact Melissa
Tortorici at 409-916-0114 or email
mtortorici@tcisd.org.
The public can tour it when the
school is open. Please check in at
the office if it is during school hours.

PHOTOS FROM LEFT
1. LMHS Senior Asia Sowell was named an All-State Dancer at the Texas Dance Educators Association convention
in January. Asia is far right with her dance teacher Amber Ferguson. The others are from TCHS.
2. In their first time to compete in the District SkillsUSA competition, three LMHS students swept the CPR/First Aid
competition winning Gold (Dazhanae Holmes), Silver (Aarron Logan), and Bronze (Alberneisha Midkiff ) medals.
3. Austin Patterson, a sophomore at LMHS, earned a Gold Medal for his artwork “Adobe” at the District Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo Student Art Contest. His piece moved on to the Hayloft Gallery. He can apply for the
Western Art Academy for a 4-week art program, all expenses paid.
4. At the MLK Battle of the Bands, the LMHS Powerhouse Marching Band won 1st Place Band, 1st Place Majorettes
and 3rd Place Cougarettes.
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2017 Rock & Read

BY AMY MILLER, LIBRARY DIRECTOR

Free, Family Friendly Springtime Festival April 22

ON SATURDAY APRIL 22 FROM
1:00 P.M. TO 3:00 P.M., LA MARQUE
PUBLIC LIBRARY IS EXCITED TO AGAIN
BE PARTNERING WITH THE CLEAR
LAKE BAY AREA CHAPTER OF JACK
AND JILL INC. FOR OUR 2ND ANNUAL
ROCK AND READ--a community
wide literacy event for families and
children of all ages. Jack and Jill Inc.
is dedicated to developing children
and fostering life-long friendships
with families in the community.
Their mission is compatible with the
library in that they provide cultural,
educational, and recreational
community service opportunities
aimed at enhancing and enriching
the lives of children.
This year’s participants will

have their choice of various craft
and activity stations including
the opportunity to make book
character puppets and compete
at giant Tic Tac Toe and Hangman.
They can also test their knowledge
with Book Character Trivia and
make take-home coconut alphabet
trees—a hands-on craft inspired by
the popular children’s book, Chicka
Chicka Boom Boom.
Free live entertainment and
refreshments will be available for
all to enjoy. The La Marque Public
Library Reader’s Theatre Guild
will perform a selection of bookinspired stories and students from
Jack and Jill will be presenting
some prose pieces. We are looking

forward to welcoming back young
local musicians from Musical
Beginnings of La Marque as well
as a percussion performance by
Roberto’s Beats. Hot dogs provided
by La Marque Lions Club will be
available while supplies last. To add
to the fun of the day, Jack and Jill
has also arranged for a face painter
and a bounce house. There will
be something for everyone at this
year’s Rock and Read celebration.
FOLLOW WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
LAMARQUEPUBLICLIBRARY FOR
UPDATES!
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