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Spring is in the air...
Lemonade day Galveston county may 4
New neighborhood coming to La Marque
Opportunity zone attracting Biz investors
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La Marque’s Quarterly Community Newsletter.
Read and share at inside.cityoflamarque.org.

Welcome from Mayor Bobby Hocking
Spring is a season of transformations and renewal. The
temperature rises, allowing us to get outside, enjoy the
sunshine and start working on spring cleaning projects.
The trees, plants and prairies begin to turn green and
the world begins to bloom. Along with the landscape,
people go through an awakening each spring. The
holidays are over – no more high-calorie foods and no
more excuses to skip out on our exercise. Friends begin
to gather and families start planning summer vacations.
As you experience these changes in your personal
life, City of La Marque is also experiencing a time of
transformation. Most notably, La Marque City Council
hired a new City Manager. Charles “Tink” Jackson will
move to La Marque from Pearsall, Texas, and report
to work May 6, 2019. He comes to us with a solid
municipal career, a strong vision for the future and a
no-nonsense approach to propelling our city forward.
Although there were many qualified candidates, City
Council is confident that Mr. Jackson is the right man for
the job. A reception will be planned and we encourage
citizens and business owners to attend.
La Marque continues to prosper, but we know there is
work to be done. We have drainage and ditch-defining
projects planned and we’re working with Galveston
County on major road improvements, including Bayou
Road. The budding Renaissance District downtown
redevelopment is gaining momentum and La Marque
Economic Development Corporation is planning
streetscaping that will increase walkability. A Heritage
District residential revitalization with Habitat for
Humanity is in the works.
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As the west side of I-45 is exploding with new
development, the historic east side is just as fervently
experiencing a season of transformation.

PLEASE FORWARD SUGGESTIONS, QUESTIONS
AND STORY IDEAS TO CMERRITT@CITYOFLAMARQUE.ORG
OR CALL 409-938-9255.

Let us all rejoice in this season of growth!

#iloveLa_Marque
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Lemonade Day Galveston County

City of La Marque has once again partnered with Galveston Regional Chamber of Commerce for Lemonade Day
Galveston County, offering entrepreneurship, financial literacy and leadership
training to La Marque’s youth. Galveston County Lemonade Day’s mission is to encourage youth to
become the business leaders, social advocates, community volunteers and forward-thinking citizens of tomorrow,
one lemonade stand at a time. Lemonade Day is Saturday, May 4, 2019, but participants are encouraged to register at
lemonadeday.org and begin working on business plans.

Build a Stand, Spark a Dream and
Best Tasting Contest in Galveston

Time: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019
Place: Village Hardware, 6627 Stewart Road, Galveston
Description: Lemonade stand kits will be available for
registered young entrepreneurs at $19.99. Volunteers will
be on site to help build stands. Participants should make
arrangements to move stands off-site after assembly.
Best-Tasting Contest will be held right after the build
event. Arrive by 10:00 a.m. to register. Bring one gallon of
lemonade in an unmarked, disposable container. Winners
with the best-tasting lemonade will receive a trophy.

Build a Stand with La Marque Public Works

Time: 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2019
Place: 4916 Texas Avenue, Suite C, La Marque
Description: La Marque Public Works staff and volunteers will be on site to assist youth assemble
lemonade stands. Participants should make arrangements to move stands off-site after constructed.
Kits will be available for registered young entrepreneurs at $19.99.

Lemonade Day Galveston county

Time: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Date: Saturday, May 4, 2019
Place: Galveston County
Description: Lemonade Day Galveston County is a community and county-wide education program
designed to spark entrepreneurial spirit and teach youth how to start, own and operate their
own business through a lemonade stand. Support young entrepreneurs by

visiting a lemonade stand May 4.

Spirit Day at Schlitterbahn Waterpark

Time: 8:00 a.m.
Date: Saturday, May 11, 2019
Place: 2026 Lockheed Road, Galveston
Description: All Lemonade Day Galveston County participants are invited to join us at Schlitterbahn
Waterpark for a free day of fun and celebration. Please follow directions in the workbook carefully.
For information, visit lemonadeday.org or follow Lemonade Day Galveston County on Facebook for
updates. #iloveLa_Marque
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NEW WALMART GAS STATION
6500 I-45, LA MARQUE, TX 77568
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GROWING TREND - GAS STATION DEMOLITION AND REBUILD
Murphy Oil USA pulled permits to demolish the existing
gas station at 6500 I-45 in front of La Marque Walmart.
Plans to build a new 1,400 square foot store in the
same location are underway. Once completed, the new
station will feature 16 pumps and a walk-in store with
bathrooms, coolers, fountain drinks, snacks and coffee.

Gas station owners all over town are choosing to
demolish and rebuild bigger, better stores in the same
locations. Some include new dining options. This is an
indicator of sustained growth and economic stability.
The new stores generate capital investment for the city
and make La Marque more beautiful.

Development Facts and Stats
December 1, 2018 - February 14, 2019

Development Services staff
responded to at least 7,500
phone inquires.

69 new homes were
built with a top value
of $338,700.

11 business
remodels or
upgrades.

152 development permits
totaling $18,235,488.50
capital investment.

LONGTIME LA MARQUE BUSINESS CELEBRATING 50 YEARS, HONORED BY TCLM CHAMBER
ALEX’S AIR CONDITIONING | 706 BAYOU ROAD, LA MARQUE | 409-935-2496 | ALEXSAIR.COM
ALEX’S AIR CONDITIONING was founded in 1969 by T.B. “Alex” Alexander. He had been a part of the Iron Union and was
able to work on various projects that familiarized him with central air units. He saw that air conditioning was here to stay and
decided it was a good opportunity. The business took off as the units grew in popularity causing a move to a larger office in
1980, where it stands today. During this period of growth,
Alexander was also teaching his son, Troy, the ropes of the
business. Troy and his wife Kathy took over the business
in 2005 and have continued to grow by adhering to the
principles of hard work, superior products and great
service. The third generation of the Alexander family, Troy
and Kathy’s son, Chase, has joined the business and is
poised to take the wheel. He will continue the tradition of
excellence that Alex’s Air Conditioning has been offering
for nearly 50 years. CONGRATULATIONS!

EAST SIDE OPPORTUNITY

I-45

FM 1764

La Marque is gaining Attention from
global investors thanks to a new Federal
Opportunity Zone program.
FM 2004

Texas Ave

Opportunity Zone

Hwy 146

By Alex Getty

Executive Director,
La Marque Economic
Development Corporation
In the coming months, you will be hearing more and
more about a new economic development tool called
Opportunity Zones. The zones were added to the tax
code by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. After a state
nomination process and vetting at the federal level,
zones were created in economically distressed areas
around the country. Opportunity Zones are designed to
attract new investment. Under certain circumstances,
the investments may be eligible for preferential tax
treatment including breaks on capital gains.
The first group of designated Opportunity Zones were
rolled out on April 9, 2018, and covered portions of 18
states. Today, designations have been made in all 50
states, District of Columbia and five U.S. territories.

In La Marque, a significant portion
of the east side of our city is
included in the Opportunity Zone. In

fact, our Renaissance District downtown redevelopment,
as well as our Heritage District residential revitalization
area are included.
The hope is tax benefits will attract new investment
dollars by allowing investors to take advantage of a
Qualified Opportunity Fund. A QOF is an investment
vehicle that can be set up as either a partnership or a
corporation for investing in an Opportunity Zone.
How long an investment is held in a QOF will determine

Hwy 3
Main Street

I-45

the
percentage
of tax exclusion.
For example, if an investment is
held for more than five years, there
is a 10 percent exclusion of the deferred
capital gain. If held for more than seven years,
the exclusion is bumped up to 15 percent. Now, if the
investment is held for at least 10 years, the investor
is eligible for an increase in basis equal to its fair
market value on the date that the QOF investment
is sold. What’s cool about this vehicle is there is no
floor (minimum investment) or ceiling (maximum
investment).
Opportunity Zones are creating buzz around the country
and the State of Texas is no exception.
“This program will help highlight areas of Texas that are
prime for business investment, and it will serve to bring
more opportunities to hardworking families across the
entire state,” said Governor Abbott. “As we continue
to recover after Harvey, these Opportunity Zone
designations will also provide a much-needed boost for
local communities impacted by the storm. With the
potential for billions in new investment, I look forward
to our state continuing to flourish, bringing further
growth and opportunity to the people of Texas.”

Our goal at the La Marque Economic Development Corporation is to
continue to gain knowledge about Opportunity Zones so we can use this
new tool to benefit the citizens of La Marque.
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GATEWAY TO THE GULF
This proposed city identification is being presented to TxDOT for inclusion on the six improved
overpasses planned in La Marque’s city limits. City Council is considering beautification projects
along the entire Interstate 45 corridor, beginning at FM 1764 and ending at the Texas City WYE.

Available 24 hours
Traditional funeral services
Cremation specialists
Pre-need arrangements
Monuments Headstones

LIONS

Join our Pride
Open for membership

CLU B

WE SERVE

Locally owned and managed by
the Crowder Family since 1959.

409-935-2401
401 Texas Avenue, La Marque

www.crowderfuneralhomes.com

We meet at noon on the 2nd Tuesday
of every month at the
ACU of Texas La Marque Branch:
920 First St. | La Marque, TX 77568
Service-minded men and women
working together for a better community!
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Buckle Up, La Marque!
I-45 Expansion is headed south

By Danny Perez
Public Information Officer
Texas Department of Transportation, Houston District

The I-45 corridor in the State of Texas is a very
important highway for moving goods and services
while getting motorists from location to location.
Over the years demand on the roadway has increased
and the need to expand has become a top priority.
In Galveston County there are multiple projects going
on to expand the roadway, all of which widen the I-45
Gulf Freeway from six lanes to eight lanes. Each of
these projects will improve the mobility for motorists
while reducing congestion and improving safety along
this heavily traveled corridor. The corridor expansion
will also aid in facilitating growth and development
of the region and will provide the capacity to support
anticipated growth of the surrounding communities.
The expansion will also improve safety during
hurricane evacuations.
Safety Tips from TxDOT
Roadway work zones are hazardous, for workers and
motorists who drive through the complex array of
signs, barrels and lane changes. Please keep these
tips in mind when driving through work zones:
• Slow down and always follow posted work zone
speed limits. Speeding and tailgating are major
causes of work zone crashes. Remember,
traffic fines double in work zones when workers
are present; fines can cost up to $2,000.
• Pay attention and put down the phones. Workers
and heavy equipment may only be a few feet from
passing vehicles.
• Expect the unexpected. Delays from highway
construction can be frustrating, but it only takes a
few extra minutes to slow down for a work zone.
• #Knowbeforeyougo and plan ahead. Leave a few
minutes early when traveling through a work zone
in order to reach your destination on time.
For information on lane closures visit
houstontranstar.org and drivetexas.org. For
information on specific projects, contact the Texas
Department of Transportation Public Information
Officer Danny Perez at 713-802-5077.

I-45 from FM 518 to FM 517
Anticipated completion is early 2021
• Widening the frontage road to two continuous
frontage road lanes in each direction. One of the
lanes will include a shared use bike lane to
encourage alternative modes of transportation.
• Reconstruction of the SH 96 intersection which
will include dedicated right turn lanes.
• Reconfiguration of the I-45/FM 646 intersection
(I-45 will pass over FM 646) which includes
construction of the overpass and the addition
of U-turns, bi-directional access roads, new traffic
signals and sidewalks.
• Installation of a new storm sewer system which
includes five detention ponds.
• Installation of additional lighting for the corridor
and a continuous sidewalk along both the
northbound and southbound frontage roads.
I-45 from FM 517 to FM 1764
Anticipated completion is late 2022
• Reconstructing and widening of the Hughes Road
overpass from two lanes to four lanes.
• Reconfiguration of the I-45/Holland Road
intersection (I-45 will pass over Holland Road)
which includes the construction of an overpass,
addition of U-turns and new traffic signals.
• Construction of a new intersection at Lago Mar
Boulevard which will include U-turn lanes, two
through lanes and dedicated left turn lanes along
with a new I-45 overpass.
• Reconstruction and widening of the I-45 overpass
at FM 1764 along with the addition of one through
lane in each direction.
• Installation of a new storm sewer system which
includes several detention ponds.
• Installation of additional lighting for the corridor
and a continuous sidewalk along both the
northbound and southbound frontage roads.
The I-45 expansion will stretch all the way to
Galveston Causeway. City of La Marque is working
closely with TxDOT to provide updates to citizens and
businesses in La Marque as the project nears.

PAGE 7

Celebrate
With La Marque Public Library

The Library is hosting a Juneteenth Celebration on Saturday,
June 22, 2019. Join us for an educational lecture in the
La Marque Community Room, 1109 B Bayou Road,
followed by a march to La Marque Public Library. Youth
are encouraged to participate in an essay contest. For
information on the Juneteenth Celebration, or any other
library events, please visit library.cityoflamarque.org, follow
LMPL on Facebook or call 409-938-9270.

WEEKLY LIBRARY EVENTS
Art Club, Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m.
Storytime, Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
LIT Club, Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.
Practice your reading skills or help a friend practice
theirs. Followed by a guest speaker or activity.
MONTHLY LIBRARY EVENTS
Family Game Night, first Thursday at 4:00 p.m.
Book Club, second Thursday at 6:00 p.m.
All ages and reading levels are invited to join LMPL’s
Book Club. There is no reading list, all you need is a
passion for reading and talking about books to join.
Teen Advocacy (TAG), second Saturday 1:00 p.m.
All area teens welcome to come share ideas on how to
be effective leaders at the library and in the community.
Light lunch is served.
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Can you describe City of La Marque?
We definitely have a small town feel.
What does Your typical day look like?
We hit the ground running! Our department manages
water and trash services for the citizens and businesses
of La Marque. Between answering phones, taking
payments, resolving customer issues, going into
the field, working on projects and overseeing the
department as a whole, I am constantly on the go.
Proudest moment at City of La Marque?
The smart water installation project, which started
April 2018 and is approaching completion. The new
meters offer more accurate data and they help us
identify leaks faster. It was a huge undertaking.
Before working here, what was Your
most unusual or interesting job?
NASA. I worked as an Administrative Assistant in the
Property & Equipment Branch through my high school
co-op program.
Do you have a favorite quote?
Laziness causes double the work.
Dream vacation?
Montana. I want to see the Northern Lights.
People would be surprised if they knew:
I have been zip lining and skydiving! My next adventure
will be a hot air balloon ride.
How has City of La Marque helped you in
your career development?
My job has allowed me to develop management skills
and be able to help others grow as well.
What is the favorite part about working
for La Marque?
My coworkers, getting to know our citizens and learning
how all the city departments work together to make the
city function.
What do you like most about your job?
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My staff!

Job Title:

UTILITY BILLING AND
SANITATION MANAGER
Start Date:

NOVEMBER 2016
Fun Facts about Utility Billing?

• We have nearly 6,800 accounts and La Marque
is growing. Over the past six months alone we
have added 200 new utility billing accounts.
• Typically, UB staff are the first people new
citizens meet when they move to our city, and
the last when they leave. We strive to help
every citizen the best we can.
• The Utility Billing Department provides
billing services for water, sewer, garbage and
contributions for Keep La Marque Beautiful
Commission and Parks Board.
• All citizens are important to us and we try to
give each person our undivided attention.
• Citizens can pay bills online, by bank draft, at
our 24/7 kiosk, in the drive through or at the
counter in City Hall during business hours.
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
GET OUTSIDE GAMES

BY COLLEEN MERRITT

Zac Marzouk is an outdoorsy, fun-loving family man who started a home-based business building raised bed gardens and
custom tailgating games in 2013. Game orders soared so he and his wife, Katrina, quit their day jobs to focus on the business in
2015. Today, they operate GET OUTSIDE GAMES from an 8,300 square-foot shop at 100 Westward Avenue in La Marque.
Zac and Katrina design, fabricate and deliver up to 700 custom outdoor games each month, specializing in custom cornhole
bags, washer toss with branded washers, a game score keeper/drink holder and custom carrying cases.
tell us a little bit about your journey
K: We started small, working out of our home. Eventually the
business was taking every corner of our house, the garage,
plus off-site storage and we knew it was time to expand.
Why did you choose La Marque?
Z: Location was a big part of our decision. We live in
Galveston County, so our commute is short and against
traffic. The facility itself far surpassed our expectations and we
couldn’t pass it up.
K: Before we purchased the building, we had a development
meeting with City of La Marque and left there feeling like
family. Several members of the community have reached out
to welcome us. It feels like home.
You have two employees. Any plans to
expand?
K: We talk about that often! We welcomed our son in April
2018 and moved into the building July 2018. It has been a
process. Luckily, we have a lot of help from family. They rotate
in periodically to help us during the busy seasons.
Z: We are very particular about our final product. Now that
we’re in this facility, we have the ability to get machinery and
tools to automate some of the production functions. That will
allow us to hire some employees and expand product lines.

What makes you different?
K: Zac developed a technology for creating custom washers
for the washer toss game. We started by offering solid
colors, expanded to patterns and soon we will expand to full
customization.
Z: Domestic partnerships are important to us. If we don’t
make it ourselves, we order from companies here in the US.
Sure, we could lower our prices or make a little more money
going overseas. This is a decision we made, and our customers
seem to appreciate it.
What’s next?
Z: Right now, we offer all the accessories for cornhole – bags,
cases, lights, decals – but not the actual boards. When we get
the CNC machine operating we’ll offer the full package.
K: We are looking forward to being more involved. Now that
we have a place and we’re working on building inventory
we’ll be able to step out and participate in the community. We
want to attend football games and city events.
THERE IS NO RETAIL STOREFRONT YET, BUT
THEY OFFER FREE LOCAL PICKUPS. CHECK OUT
GET OUTSIDE GAMES ON ETSY, AMAZON,
EBAY AND GETOUTSIDEGAMES.COM.

PICTURED ABOVE: ZAC AND KATRINA MARZOUK WITH THEIR SON, MAREK.
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Sunset Grove

New neighborhood coming to La Marque, Texas
KB Homes recently attained a permit to install paving infrastructure for a new residential neighborhood called Sunset Grove
near the city limit line of La Marque and Hitchcock off Delany Road. The development will bring an estimated 200 homes to
La Marque, all boasting 60-foot lots with floor plans up to 3109 square feet. Section one will feature a recreation area and
the community will feature a large pond. Visit https://www.kbhome.com/new-homes-houston/sunset-grove for information.

200 homes
60 foot + lots
up to 3109 Sq. Ft.

Hitchcock
ISD schools

Amenities
including ponds
and parks

La Marque EDC Achieves 2018 Economic Excellence
La Marque Economic Development Corporation was honored by Texas
Economic Development Council in the 2018 Economic Excellence
Recognition Program for dedication to strengthening the knowledge and
skills of La Marque’s economic development professionals and volunteers
who serve on the EDC Board. This is the second consecutive year LMEDC
has been acknowledged.

La Marque Employee Named Chamber 2019 Rising Star
The Rising Star Award recognizes an emerging leader
whose record reflects ongoing and exceptional
growth in our community. The Texas City – La Marque
Chamber of Commerce presented the 2019 award to
La Marque’s Public Relations Specialist Colleen Merritt
at the Chamber‘s 50th Anniversary Membership Gala
in January. The Chamber credits the designation to
Merritt’s willingness to go the extra mile in promoting
her community and all the outstanding opportunities
available in the growing and expanding areas of the
city. Colleen also serves her community through
Kiwanis and as a member of the Chamber board of
directors. Congratulations, Colleen! Pictured from left
are Chamber President Jenny Senter, La Marque Public
Relations Colleen Merritt and past board Chair Pete Dunn.
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Annual Crawfish Bash 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 P.m.
TICKETS AND INFO AT bigasscrawfishbash.com

