The City of La Marque and La Marque Economic Development Corporation
are working to deliver relevant stories, timely announcements and
important updates to residents and businesses in our city limits.

FALL 2020

NEW NEIGHBORHOOD DESIGNED FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY.
Residential amenities including lakes, trails, playgrounds and a splash pad, along with
active senior cottages and a separate facility for assisted living.

TRAILS AT WOODHAVEN LAKES
TWO NEW FIRE ENGINES

Now serving La Marque citizens

INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

Progress Report from Public Works

ROOFTOPS ON THE RISE

Residential growth rate of 30%
attracting national retailers

CITY NEWS & UPDATES

Read online at inside.cityoflamarque.org

LIGHT UP LA MARQUE

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS CONTEST
CITIZEN VOTING DECEMBER 14 - 16
Voting will be held online on the Keep La Marque
Beautiful Commission Facebook group from
December 14 through December 16, 2020.
Winners will be announced on December 18, 2020.

FALL 2020 STORIES
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Light Up La Marque
2020 with Mr. Jackson
Trails at Woodhaven Lakes
Message from Mayor Hocking
News & Events
Rooftops Drive Retail
Infrastructure Update
Trash Collection Schedule
Employee Spotlight
Two New Fire Engines

Previous winners are eligible to participate. The
same household will not be awarded 1st Place in
consecutive years, but could instead be awarded
Continuing Excellence.
Yard signs and small monetary gifts are planned for
1st, 2nd and 3rd Place. Continuing Excellence will
also get a yard sign.

EDITORIAL TEAM

RON CROWDER
CHAIRMAN, LA MARQUE EDC BOARD
ALEX GETTY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, LA MARQUE EDC
COLLEEN MARTIN, MA
PUBLIC RELATIONS, LA MARQUE EDC
CHARLENE WARREN
ASSISTANT TO CITY MANAGER, CITY OF LA MARQUE

Please forward story ideas, suggestions or
questions to cmartin@cityoflamarque.org
or call 409-938-9255.

Acts of kindness, good deeds and neighborly love are welcomed
and recognized in La Marque. Do you know someone who deserves
a shout out? Tell us about them by filling out a quick “GOOD
NEIGHBOR AWARD” form at beautiful.cityoflamarque.org.
Honorees will be issued a certificate, have a yard sign for one month
and photos will be shared in the KLMBC public Facebook Group.

WE LOVE LA MARQUE!
LA MARQUE EDC
1130 1ST STREET
409-938-9258
LMEDC.COM

CITY OF LA MARQUE
1111 BAYOU ROAD
409-938-9202
CITYOFLAMARQUE.ORG

THESE PROGRAMS ARE PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE
KEEP LA MARQUE BEAUTIFUL COMMISSION.
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HOW WILL YOU CHOOSE
TO REMEMBER 2020?
by La Marque City Manager Tink Jackson
As we approach the end of 2020, at some point, we will all look
back over the previous 12 months and evaluate our successes,
failures, progress and milestones, both made and missed. This
year will not be a typical evaluation scenario – 2020 has been
challenging for all of us, to say the least. It would be easy to
look back and say, “thank God this year is over”, try to forget it,
and focus our hopes on an improved 2021. However, before we
completely write off 2020, I believe we need to acknowledge the
positive outcomes of this year. Yes, I said “positive” outcomes
because we have some to note.
COVID-19 blindsided all of us this year. The impacts have
been, and continue to be, devastating across the world. The
pandemic impacted every part of our lives, forced us to miss
out on many things we have taken for granted in the past, and
caused cancelations of everything from church services to high
school graduations. We struggled to understand the virus; we
hated it, cursed it, and prayed against it. Eventually, we realized
we were going to have to figure out how to live with it, at least
for a while. Perhaps that is what I’ll remember most about 2020
– the things we accomplished despite this pandemic.
As a city, La Marque was a leader in addressing the virus. Your
City Council set solid policy and necessary controls. From the
onset, our local businesses worked hard, adapting to operating
in the COVID-19 environment. Our local restaurants changed
their business models to focus on carry out and drive thru
services. Retail businesses and service providers adopted
curbside services. Civic organizations adjusted the ways they
provided resources. Everyone in La Marque focused on
protecting each other first, and from the onset, our numbers
stayed lower than surrounding areas. We kept our businesses
going by supporting them.
We adjusted city operations with a primary focus on protecting
our citizens and staff. All non-emergency operations from
Utility Billing to Code Enforcement to Economic Development
adjusted to provide the same level of service without face-toface contact. Your Fire Department adapted to provide safe
emergency response to those who might have contracted the
virus. Your Police Department changed its model to ensure
citizen interactions with law enforcement were conducted safely
and in a way that would keep the virus under control.

Public Works improvised accordingly and kept the water
flowing. Every employee was educated on how to keep our
citizens safe during necessary interactions while protecting
themselves, as well.
Once we had operational control of safety, we started looking at
the bigger picture. We implemented virtual court hearings at the
Municipal Court. We expanded digital services at your Library,
including online tutoring services for our students and takehome activities for youth. We began holding our City Council,
Board and Commission meetings via Zoom, allowing everyone
to participate from the safety of their homes. We expanded
our digital capabilities in Development Services, allowing for
online submission of plats and permitting documents. We made
decades of improvement in our online services in a matter
of months. We continue to assess those services and work to
improve them for our citizens and businesses.
Yes, we will always associate 2020 with the pandemic. However,
I will also remember 2020 as the year we all stood together to
support our local businesses, the year we all worked together
to protect each other from the virus, and the year of significant
digital advancement in your city government. Those successes
will always be worth remembering!
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TRAILS AT WOODHAVEN LAKES
NEW NEIGHBORHOOD CONCEPT CATERING
TO MODERN FAMILIES & SENIOR CITIZENS

BY TONY PADUA AND COLLEEN MARTIN

La Marque City Council recently approved a new
neighborhood called Trails at Woodhaven Lakes,
an 82-acre mixed-use development at Delany Road
and Texas Avenue near the Central Fire Station. The
developer, Padua Realty Company, aims to provide
a blend of different housing types designed to allow
family members of multiple generations to live near
each other. The development offers a traditional
subdivision, along with new housing options for
independent seniors, including active senior cottages
and a resort-style assisted living facility. Trails at
Woodhaven Lakes is expected to generate more than
70 new jobs in La Marque. Commercial development
is anticipated as the development is built out, which
will bring more employment and expanded shopping
options to our city.
Trails at Woodhaven Lakes will feature a wide, nicely
landscaped boulevard entrance off Texas Avenue.
Residents will enjoy 20 acres of lakes and green space,
with more than a mile and a half of off-street trails,
pocket parks, barbecue and picnic areas, and a splash pad
for homeowners. There will be approximately 250 singlefamily homes ranging from about 1,500 to more than
3,000 square feet. Pricing will likely be between $180,000
to $300,000, but plans are still underway. The developer
hopes to break ground in early 2021, with lots ready for
homebuilding in the third quarter of 2021. Homebuilders
haven’t been announced yet, but the developer is working
to offer a variety of floor plans and options, including oneand two-story homes.
In front of the single-family neighborhood, active senior
cottages and a separate facility for assisted living are
planned. The development provides a new housing stock
for seniors who want to stay in our area but can’t find the
right option.
The senior cottages include 22 duplex-style homes
designed for active adults, featuring private garages,
kitchens and porches. The Class A, independent-living

homes will feature modern amenities and character.
Seniors will have the opportunity, but not the obligation,
for specialized services such as housekeeping and meals
from the state of the art commercial kitchen and bistro
area. Cottage residents can enjoy the on-site movie theatre
or join classes in the fitness center. The cottages will have
access to all the amenities in the adjacent assisted living
main campus.
The assisted living facility is a nine-acre, 160-unit, resortstyle retirement community, offering a continuum of care
for residents. It caters to independent seniors who still
cook, clean, drive, play golf and fish, but will also have
services for those who need assistance with daily living
or require memory care, if and when the needs arise.
Nurses and specialized staff will provide quality living for
residents in all stages of life. No medical procedures will be
performed in this community, as it is not a nursing home.
Assisted living residents can enjoy three meals a day
and many ways to stay social through activities in the
courtyards, game rooms, movie theatre, group shuttles and
planned day trips. The developer hopes to break ground on
this project in mid-2021 and complete it in 2023.
A 3.5-acre commercial development reserve on the hard
corner of Delany and Texas Avenue can accommodate
future restaurant, retail, grocery, medical or other
commercial uses as the rooftops continue to grow
exponentially in this area.
The 70 full-time jobs generated by Trails at Woodhaven
Lakes will range from managerial positions to healthcare
professionals, caretakers, maintenance crews, cooks,
housekeeping and more.
Padua Realty Company specializes in the creation of high
quality residential and mixed-use developments in the
Greater Houston Area, but it also has projects in other
regions of Texas, across the United States and in Latin
America. Stay tuned, La Marque.
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Proposed neighborhood layout

Active senior cottages
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NEW ROADS.

On the morning of November 18, 2020, at the southbound intersection of Texas Avenue and I-45, Texas
Department of Transportation contractors installed a concrete panel, completing the first of many logos
that will line the feeder roads within our city limits. Lighting, branding and beautification are underway
along 14 miles of interstate that stretch through La Marque.

TRAFFIC ALERTS.

City officials expect road closures and local impacts for the next several years. City of La Marque will
share construction updates as they become available, but we encourage our citizens to register for free
traffic alerts from Houston TranStar, as well. Please create an account online and register for text or
email alerts for planned road closures in our area. Visit https://traffic.houstontranstar.org/trafficalert/.

REGISTER FOR CITY NEWS & E-NOTIFICATIONS
AT CONNECT.CITYOFLAMARQUE.ORG.

WELCOME BACK
LA MARQUE PUBLIC LIBRARY
WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD:

Book browsing & computer use by appointment
Curbside pickup of books, crafts & movies
Free Wi-Fi 24/7 from the parking lot
Stream at home! Access a free catalog of movies, music,
audiobooks & e-books with the Hoopla app.
Follow our Facebook for weekly online storytime with
Mrs. Tabitha at facebook.com/lamarquepubliclibrary

PLEASE CALL

409-938-9270

FOR INFORMATION.

Each year, millions of Americans come together to
REMEMBER the fallen, HONOR those that serve and
their families, and TEACH the next generation about
the value of freedom. This gathering of volunteers and
patriots takes place in local and national cemeteries
in all 50 states - including La Marque Cemetery, the
WWII monument at City Hall and Rising Star Cemetery.
La Marque Cemetery Board invites citizens to attend
at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 19, 2020, and
help place wreaths. Please remember your mask. For
information on how to volunteer or sponsor a wreath,
please call 409-938-9255 or find our Facebook event.
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NEW NEIGHBORHOODS BRING NEW BUSINESS

by Alex Getty, Executive Director of La Marque Economic Development Corporation
“Rooftops drive retail” is an adage that has been
around in the economic development industry for
some time. Most retailers have their own tried and
true set of criteria that they use when selecting
new sites. Invariably, population and traffic counts
are considered. So, no surprise here, retailers are
attracted to growing communities and want lots of
potential customers. In fact, the more the merrier!

31.15% percent growth) from 2010-2019. The
Census Bureau has stated that the 2020 census
data used for state and local redistricting will
be released by March 31, 2021. The growth in
La Marque and the surrounding areas will help
us attract commercial businesses that are not
adequately represented in our retail trade area,
giving residents more local shopping opportunities.

Fortunately, the City of La Marque has seen strong
residential growth over the past 10 years. Most of
the new growth has occurred on the west side of
I-45 because that’s where most of our undeveloped
land is available. Additionally, as of late, there
has been a significant infill and redevelopment of
rooftops on the historic east side. Some of the infill
homes being built have a Coastal Craftsman style
that fits in well on the Texas Gulf Coast.

While it may not seem like it now because we
are beginning to feel the I-45 expansion project’s
growing pains, La Marque is very fortunate to have
so much interstate frontage. La Marque has more
frontage than any city in Galveston County. This
asset creates an opportunity for businesses to
locate and expand in La Marque for years to come.
In the long term, an expanded I-45 will be a very
positive thing for La Marque and will prepare us for
the expected regional population growth over the
next 30 years!

We look forward to seeing the 2020 census data
for the City of La Marque and Galveston County. It
has been estimated that La Marque’s population
has grown more than 30% (STI: PopStats estimates

Until next time, keep shopping in La Marque every
chance you get.

2020 (JAN-OCT)

203 New home starts
$43.5M Total new value
$220,000 Median value

GATEWA
Y TO

THE GULF

2019

194 New home starts
$43M Total home value
$224,500 Median value
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DO LIFT STATIONS HELP WITH FLOOD MITIGATION?
Technically, no. Lift stations pump raw sewage from Point A
to Point B. But, the lift station improvements do alleviate a
separate issue we’ve had during heavy rain events in the past.

INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

with Chaise Cary, Director of Public Works
Most people never think about what happens after they
finish their business in the bathroom. Once you flush, the
work begins for La Marque’s sewer system and wastewater
treatment plant. If everything is operating as it should,
citizens never have to give it another thought.

To keep things flowing, La Marque’s sewer system needed
some improvements. For the 2019 fiscal year budget cycle,
La Marque City Council approved significant improvements
at eight lift stations across town and new pumps at our
wastewater treatment plant. Funding for these much-needed
improvements came from 2019’s tax increase.
Chaise Cary, Director of Public Works, gives us a rundown
of what we accomplished in relation to sewer system
improvements and a status update of where we plan to go
from here. These are our citizens’ tax dollars at work.

WHAT ARE LIFT STATIONS?
Lift stations are large pumps. We refer to them as lift
stations because they pump wastewater from lower to higher
elevation, particularly where the elevation of the source is
not sufficient for gravity flow. There are 25 lift stations in our
current sewer system.

WHY DO WE NEED THEM?
The physical topography of La Marque, paired with how our
infrastructure is spread out over 14 square miles causes the
need for pump stations across town. It would be impossible for
the sewer mains to gravity feed all the way to the treatment
plant, so lift stations are necessary. This is common practice
for municipalities everywhere, especially in flat areas.

WHAT IS THE HEADWORKS PROJECT?
Headworks refers to pumps at the wastewater treatment
plant; they pump raw sewage into the plant. In the past,
we’ve struggled with pumps being down or not pumping at
the capacity needed. These pumps are the heart of our sewer
system and vital to city sewer operations.

It is common for older infrastructure to be impacted during
flood events due to rainwater infiltration in the sewer system.
Freshwater can get in sewer lines through leaks and cracks
in manholes, which impacts the drainage system in affected
areas. During extreme rain events, extra fluid in the sewer
lines pushes our system to the max, which can create sewer
backups. With our new pumps and ongoing improvements
at the lift stations, Public Works will keep the system fully
operational during heavy rain events and citizens won’t have
to worry about sewer backups.

WHAT’S SPECIAL ABOUT THE 6TH STREET STATION?
About 40 years ago, the 6th Street Lift Station was built to
serve as the original wastewater treatment plant for
La Marque. Everything east of I-45 flows through 6th Street
and it’s important that it continue to function properly,
especially for our east-side citizens. The 6th Street Lift Station
improvements were long overdue and have already made
a substantial positive impact. I’m thankful these projects
were approved, and we will continue to expand 6th Street as
funding allows.

STATUS OF THE REMAINING LIFT STATIONS?
Headworks and the 6th Street Lift Station pump improvements
are 95 percent completed, and are in operation. The remaining
lift station projects are in the design and engineering phase.
With each lift station rehabilitation, our sewer system gets
more efficient. We are committed to continuous improvement.

ADDRESSING AGING INFRASTRUCTURE
Since the 2015 – 2022 Strategic Economic and Community
Development Plan, La Marque’s leadership has been focused
on infrastructure improvements. Here’s a quick list of major
Public Works accomplishments and what’s coming up next.

DONE

● Repair/replacement of 60 percent of our sewer mains
● Headworks pump replacement
● 6th Street Lift Station improvements

UP NEXT

● Improvements at seven additional lift stations

ON THE HORIZON
●
●
●
●

Capital Improvement Plan residential street repair
Manhole rehabilitation program
Expansion & improvements at treatment plant
FM 1764 elevated storage tank restoration
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THE CITY OF LA MARQUE 2020-2021 SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING SERVICES

For more information, visit home.wm.com/la-marque
CITY OF LA MARQUE 2020-2021 RECYCLING
COLLECTION SCHEDULE
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Trash Collection: Monday and Thursday
Recycling Collection: Every other Monday
Trash Collection: Tuesday and Friday
Recycling Collection: Every other Tuesday
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Bulk and Brush Collection Schedule
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For Thanksgiving week, Thursday collection will be Friday. Friday
collection will be Saturday. For Memorial Day, Independence Day,
and Labor Day, it will be the normal schedule.
For questions about trash or recycling service or to schedule
additional bulk collection, call 800-800-5804.
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Waste Management observes the following holidays, collection will
not occur:
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» Recyclables go in the green cart with the yellow lid.
» Only place acceptable recyclables shown below in your recycling
cart- no sorting needed.
» Containers should be rinsed and free of food and liquid.
» Do not put recyclables in plastic bags. Don’t bag recyclables.
» Recycling will be collected every-other-week.
» Visit recycleoftenrecycleright.com for more information.
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Additional collection of bulk waste exceeding 5 cu. yd. can be
scheduled 24-hours prior to your bulk collection day for a fee. To
schedule collection of additional bulk waste, please call Waste
Management 800-800-5804.

AT YOUR DOOR SPECIAL COLLECTION™ SERVICE

Waste Management’s At Your Door Special Collection™ provides
residents with front-porch service to collect the difficult, sometimes
hazardous, and hard-to-recycle items that almost every household
accumulates. Waste Management will collect the pesticides,
household chemicals, sharps, electronic waste, batteries,
fluorescent lamps, automotive waste products (including oil),
paints, thinners, and dozens of other items that don’t belong with
your recyclables or regular curbside waste pickup.
To schedule a pickup or for information, please contact Waste
Management at 800-449-7587, e-mail atyourdoor@wm.com,
or visit www.wmatyourdoor.com.
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LA MARQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Night Shift with Sergeant Richard Garcia

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
When most folks are hanging their hats for the evening, work is
just beginning for La Marque Police Department's night shift.
Richard Garcia is a Patrol Sergeant, so he’s the supervisor of his
shift. Over the past 16 years, he's earned a reputation as a fair
police officer, a jokester and an all-around great guy. He has a
proud history of public service in his family and deep roots in
La Marque. Garcia prefers the night shift. According to him, the
calls are more interesting - and summer nights are more
pleasant. There’s no typical day at the office, but he likes it
that way. He’s proud to serve in his hometown. Get to know the
guy who keeps us smiling and keeps our streets safe while we
sleep. THIS IS LMPD PATROL SERGEANT RICHARD GARCIA.

START DATE:
JOB TITLE:
BEST TRAITS:

April 2004
Patrol Sergeant
Fair & funny

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IN YOUR FREE TIME?

When I’m off, I like to play video games. I’m like a 12-year-old
with a really great allowance.

SKILL YOU’D LIKE TO LEARN?

Learn to speak Spanish, and learn enough carpentry skills to
build arcade cabinets.

ADVICE FOR NEW HIRES?

This is a hard time to be a police officer. Law enforcement is
negatively perceived everywhere, not just in La Marque. But we
have a job to do. When you deal with people, treat them fairly,
and hopefully, they will do the same for you in return. It's
important to remember that some people we meet on patrol
may have backgrounds you don't understand. Not everybody has
the same kind of family, and not everyone has support systems.
Listen. No matter why we're called- it's important to the
citizen. They called us because they couldn't handle something
on their own and need our help.

STATS AND FACTS

Garcia named Office of the Year in 2007 for
pulling someone out of a burning car
La Marque High School Class of 1994
Dad and uncle both retired police officers
Grandma owned beauty shop at Cedar & Lake
Wants to go skydiving but hasn't yet
Has lived in La Marque most of his life

WHAT MAKES IT ALL WORTH IT?

It’s the bonds we make with our residents, but
also the bonds with my coworkers. I am proud
of my shift. We are a family. Before COVID,
we’d see each other on off days, go to each
other’s weddings. We mourn family losses and
celebrate babies together.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS?

I define success as being able to look back at
what you've accomplished and know you've
done it the right way. You can keep your
integrity intact while reaching the level you
desire, no matter your profession.
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TWO NEW FIRE ENGINES NOW SERVING
THE CITIZENS OF LA MARQUE
ENGINE PHOTO

by Colleen Martin, La Marque Public Relations

Deputy Chief Ira Yardley standing with the Cougar Pride Engine.

Deputy Chief Ira Yardley is La Marque
proud. He graduated from La Marque High
School in 1995 and started his career at
La Marque Fire Department as a volunteer
in 2000. He hired on in 2002 and has
been proudly serving the citizens in his
hometown ever since. When City Council
approved not one - but two new fire engines
for the people of La Marque during the 2019
budget cycle, Chief Yardley was bestowed
the honor of procuring and managing the
delivery of the new trucks.

Station 2 Push-in
with TCISD Cougars

Central Station Push-in
with HISD Bulldogs

Chief Yardley was responsible for deciding
what features would work best for our Fire
and EMS personnel. Due to the long stretch
of I-45 in La Marque, LMFD responds to
calls on the freeway often, which, as you
can imagine, can be dangerous. With that in
mind, Yardley opted for mid-mount pumps
and significantly improved lighting, which
provides a safer work environment for our
first responders. With the new engines,
firefighters can work to extinguish fires
from the top of the truck instead of standing
in traffic.
According to Yardley, Council decided to
invest in the trucks because La Marque’s
fleet was aging. The new engines replaced
a 1991 model and a 1997 model, one of

which had been totaled on I-45 while
responding to a call. The other had ongoing
maintenance issues.
“The new equipment allows us to offer
better service to the citizens of La Marque,”
Yardley said. “We have two brand new,
custom-built engines – one at each station.
They are identical other than the paint jobs.
We hope our community feels a sense of
pride when they see us responding to calls.”
Ira was also the mastermind behind our
custom paint jobs. The blue and red engine
is housed at the Central Fire Station off
Texas Avenue. The blue and gold Cougar
Pride engine is housed at Station #2 off
Bayou Road. They are custom Spartan Fire
Trucks built by Metro Fire in South Dakota.
La Marque Fire Department held push-in
ceremonies on October 6, 2020, officially
putting the engines in service.
Special thanks to Deputy Chief Yardley for
his dedication to this year-long procurement
process, to La Marque City Council for
investing in LMFD, and, most importantly,
to the taxpayers of La Marque. LMFD is
honored to serve, and we hope the new fire
engines deepen community pride in our
citizens for years to come.
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1111 Bayou Road
La Marque, TX 77568

HELLO, FIRE TRUCKS

READ ABOUT TWO NEW
FIRE ENGINES ON PAGE 11.

